
PUT FOOD ON THE FLOOR OF THE PEN

RAISING RABBITS
Feeding rabbits

This short course was develop in response to a training needs
analysis conducted by the Department for Community Development
and Skills Training Resource Unit to various Provinces in P.N.G.
Rabbits are an alternative type of livestock that farmers need to
focus on. They cost less to produce and also use only a small area
of land for raising them usually at the backyard. The meat is very
nutritious and they can also provide a form of income for the family
through sale of the meat. There are six modules in this short course.p o box 1097, waigani

national capital district
papua new guinea.

tel: (675) 323 2633
fax: (675) 323 0944
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Program: AGRICULTURE

Course: RAISING RABBITS

Module Code: AF016iv

Module title: Feeding rabbits

Module 6:
Care of rabbits

Module 5:
Breeding
rabbits

Module 4:
Feeding rabbits

Module 3:
Stock pen with
rabbits

Module 2:
Build a rabbit
pen

Module 1:
Introduction to
Rabbit farming
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A1. Benefits of
raising rabbits

A2. Requirements
for raising rabbits

A3. Types of
rabbits

Competency Profile: Feeding rabbits

TaskDuties

A. Introduction
to Rabbit
farming

B1. Select site
for building a
rabbit pen

B. Build a
rabbit pen

B2. Build a
rabbit pen
(steps)

C1. Choose
good rabbits

C3. Prepare
pens and stock
with rabbit

C. Stock pen
with rabbits

C2. Handle
the rabbits

D1. Types of
feed for rabbits

D. Feeding
rabbits

D2. Feed
rabbits

D3. Cautions
about feeding
rabbits

D1. Mating
rabbits

E. Breeding
rabbits

D2. Care of
baby rabbits

D3. Raising
young
rabbits

D4. Culling
of breeding
stock

D1. Care of the
pen

F. Care of
rabbits

D2. Care of
food and
water

D3. Care of
the rabbits



Program: AGRICULTURE
Course: Raising rabbits
Module code: AF016iv
Modules: Feeding rabbits
Duration: 2 hours

Content: D1: Types of feed for rabbits
• Different types of food for rabbits

D2: Feed rabbits
• Procedure for feeding rabbits

D3: Cautions about feeding rabbits
• Important cautions to observe when feeding rabbits

Pre-requisite: There are no pre-requisites to this module.

Method: This module should be delivered using the following
Methodologies:
• Lecture
• Discussion

Instructor: The ideal instructor to deliver this course
• should have a Certificate in Tropical Agriculture
• Must have gone through Training Methodologies
• Or must be an experienced rabbit farmer.

Assessment method: The participant will be assessed using the following assessment
approaches:

• Written/Oral tests
• Direct Observation

Assessment condition: All materials and equipments will be provided.
Assessment will be conducted in farm environment

REFERENCES: 1) Better Farming Series: 36
“Raising Rabbits”
Food and Agriculture Organization Of the United Nations
Rome, 1988
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APPENDIX 1: Training and Assessment guide

Learning outcomes:
1.1 Identify the different types of feed for

rabbits

Teaching strategy:
Learning activities for the trainee must include
the instructor to:
• Identify and show the different types of feed

for rabbits
• Ask participants to identify those feeds that are

available in their locality
• Identify and explain the type of feed that

should not be given to rabbits

Assessment condition: Trainee must be given
access to:
i) information and handouts
ii) samples of each feed

Assessment criteria:
1.1.1 All feed suitable for feeding rabbits are

identified correctly.

Assessment method: To demonstrate
achievement of the above criteria the trainee will
be given:
• oral questions
• or written questions

APPENDIX 2: Training and Assessment guide

Learning outcomes:
1.1 Demonstrate feeding of rabbits

Teaching strategy:
Learning activities for the trainee must include
the instructor to:
• Explain that rabbits feed both during the day

and night as well.
• Explain how to introduce a new feed to the

rabbits.
• Identify and explain the required amount of

feed to be given for each sex group at certain
periods of time such as pregnancy and
lactation (male/female).

• Explain that rabbits that are pregnant and
lactating needs more feed than non pregnant
or non lactating mother.

Assessment condition: Trainee must be given
access to:
i) information and handouts
ii) samples of each feed

Assessment criteria:
1.1.1 The type of feed for feeding rabbits are

identified correctly
1.1.2 The amount of feed to be fed for each type

of rabbit is specified according to the
information given in the instructional notes.

Assessment method: To demonstrate
achievement of the above criteria the trainee will
be given:
• oral questions
• or written questions
• Practical task

APPENDIX 3: Training and Assessment guide

Learning outcomes:
1.1 Identify the precautions to be observed

when feeding rabbits.

Teaching strategy:
Learning activities for the trainee must include
the instructor to:
• Explain the importance of giving clean food to

rabbits
• Identify the types of hazard in food that must

not be given to rabbits.

Assessment condition: Trainee must be given
access to:
i) information and handouts
ii) samples of each feed

Assessment criteria:
1.1.1 The precautions to be observed when

feeding rabbits are identified

Assessment method: To demonstrate
achievement of the above criteria the trainee will
be given:
• oral questions
• or written questions

Employment Oriented Skills Development Project - Skills Training Resource Unit 5

feeding rabbits

Task D1: Types of feed for rabbits
Suggested minimum instructional time: 30 minutes

Task D2: Feed rabbits
Suggested minimum instructional time: 1 hour

Task D2: Cautions when feeding rabbits
Suggested minimum instructional time: 30 minutes



APPENDIX 4: Instructional notes

Feeding your rabbits
Rabbits like to eat green plants, and fresh plants
are best. However, during the times of year when
there are few fresh plants, you can feed your
rabbits dry plants.

Remember, if you want your rabbits to grow well
and fast, you will have to feed them some rich
foods as well.

When you were looking for rabbits to buy, you
saw what they were being fed. So, you should
have a good idea of the kinds of food that they
eat.

Types of feed for rabbits
Here is a list of foods that rabbits like to eat.
Fresh plants
• nearly all green plants, and especially rich

plants such as bean plants and alfalfa
• many kinds of grass and weeds
• the outside leaves and the tops of vegetables

such as lettuce
• tender banana, cane and bamboo leaves
• cut- up pieces of the stalks of plants such as

maize or banana
• roots such as cassava, yams, carrots, beets

and turnips
• Dry plants

• nearly all plants dried when they are green,
including grass and weeds

• Rich foods barley, maize, wheat, oats field
beans, rye, buckwheat millet and sorghum,
cottonseed, groundnut and coconut.

If you have some food that you think might be
good, give your rabbits a little of it. If they like it,
you can begin to give it to them.

However, a sudden change of food may make
your rabbits sick. So, when you give them
something new, give it to them little by little for a
week or more until they become used to it.
Note:
The leaves of the potato or the tomato plant may
make your rabbits sick.
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Feed rabbits
You have already learned that rabbits eat at night
as well as during the day. So, you must be sure
that they have enough to eat all of the time.
The best time to feed rabbits is once early in the
morning and once in the evening, before it is
dark.

Each time you feed your rabbits, put fresh or dry
plant materials in the plant feeder, and put some
of the rich food that you are using, such as
crushed maize, in the grain feeder.

If you are feeding your rabbits any larger foods,
such as sections of banana stalk or whole carrots,
beets or yams, you can put them on the floor of
the pen.

Rabbits need different amounts of food at
different times in their lives.

The following items will help you learn how
much to feed your rabbits.
Female rabbits, when they are not having babies,
and male rabbits, when they are not mating, need
much less food.

They must be given enough food to keep them
strong and healthy but not so much that they get
fat.
Female rabbits that are fat do not have babies
easily. Male rabbits that are fat are lazy and do
not want to mate.
Female rabbits that are going to have babies
need more food, and after their babies are born
they need much more food.
Once you know that a female is going to have
babies, give her as much food as she can eat.
Give pregnant female as much food as she can
eat.
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MORNING EVENING

PUT FOOD ON THE FLOOR OF THE PEN



She will have to eat for herself and for the babies
inside her. After the babies are born, she will
have to be able to produce a lot of rich milk for
them.

She has to produce a lot of milk.
So, watch your rabbits carefully to see how much
they need to eat and how they grow. You will
have to learn by your own experience just how
much to give them.
If you see that your rabbits do not eat all of their
food, give them a little less.
If you see that your rabbits eat all of their food,
give them a little more unless they are too fat.

Cautions about feeding rabbits
You must be careful that the food you feed your
rabbits is very clean or it may make them sick.
Never gather green food from places made dirty
by other animals.

Never give your rabbits food that is mouldy or
dusty. Even food that was once clean, such as dry
hay, grass or grain, can become mouldy or dusty
after only a very short time.

You must also be careful not to feed your rabbits
food that is sour or spoiled because it may make
them sick.
Never give your rabbits fresh green food that has
been standing in piles. Fresh green food left
standing becomes spoiled very quickly.

If you are going to keep green food even for a
very few hours after it has been cut, spread it out
and turn it over from time to time so that it will
not become warm, sour or spoiled.
If you build a rack like the one shown below, you
can dry green food completely so that you can
use it later when you cannot find fresh food.

Note:
When the green food is dry, you can tie it in
bundles and hang it in a place where it will stay
dry and clean.
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NEVER GATHER GREEN FOOD FROM DIRTY PLACES

MOULDY AND DUSTY FOOD

RACK

Never give your rabbits fresh green food that has been
standing in piles
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