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On Monday, ask children to talk about their own fishing experiences.  
Has anything gone wrong?  Have they fallen in?  Have they caught 
a fish that other children have laughed at?  Who in the class can 
remember the first fish they caught?  Who did they go with?  What 
are the steps when fishing with a fishing line?  (E.g., Finding a good 
place, tying on the hook, putting on the bait, etc.)  “String?  Where do 
we get our string from?”  The teacher can write key vocabulary on the 
board or a chart as the children mention them.  “ ‘Bait!’ That’s a good 
word.  We will put that on our chart.” This will lay a good foundation 
for when you read the story.

On Tuesday, the teacher needs to be very familiar with the story.  She 
will show the children the pictures one by one, and ask the children 
to say what they think is happening.  Then she will read them the 
story.  She can write the five names on the board, and read the story 
several more times, with the children joining in the chorus of names.

On Wednesday, the teacher can have the story written out on 
the board, with key words missing (friends, fishing, string, hooks, etc).  
When she reads the story from the board, the children have to shout 
out the words to fill the spaces.  She can then write the missing words 
on cards and give them to the children.  When she gets to a gap, the 
child with that word has to come up the front and show it.

On Thursday, the children read the story together and in groups or 
individually to the teacher while other groups are illustrating a part of 
the story.

On Friday, the children copy the relevant sentence from the Journal 
to caption their pictures.  These are put on the wall to make a 
complete picture story that the class can read.

School Journal Coordinator 
Curriculum Development & Assessment Division
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Edmun and his friends are going fishing. 
Edmun, Martin, Manuel, Joshua, and Ezekiel.  
They have got their string and their hooks. 
 Edmun, Martin, Manuel, Joshua, and Ezekiel.  

a photo-article by Lina Glepi

Edmun Goes Fishing
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“I’m going to catch a big 
fish,” they all shout. 
Edmun, Martin, Manuel, 
Joshua, and Ezekiel.
They run down the hill to 
the bridge.  
Edmun, Martin, Manuel, 
Joshua, and Ezekiel.  
First they put bait on 
their hooks.  
Edmun, Martin, Manuel, 
Joshua, and Ezekiel.  
Then they start fishing.  
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Edmun, Martin, Manuel, Joshua, and Ezekiel.  
“Look!  Look!” Edmun shouts.  “I’ve caught a big 
one!”
“Look out Edmun!” shouts Manuel.  “You’ll fall in the 
river!”
“Manuel!  Help!
SPLASH!
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Home they go up the 
hill.  
Edmun, Martin, 
Manuel, Joshua, and 
Ezekiel.  

But I’ve still got my 
big fish!” says 
Edmun.
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Peter paddled out to sea.   
	 It	was	his	first	time	fishing	by	himself.		 
	 “I	hope	I	have	a	lucky	catch	today,”	said	Peter.
	 Peter	prepared	his	bait.		 
	 He	threw	his	line	over	the	side.		 

as told to Hannah Gonene by Sergius Ikirima

Lucky Catch
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Oh	dear!		No	bites.
 
	 Peter	paddled	further	out	to	sea. 
Suddenly	there	was	a	tug	on	his	line.		 
A	bite!		
	 Peter	pulled	and	pulled.		 
	 Splash!		Splash!		It	was	a	big	red	emperor.		 
	 “Lucky	catch!”	said	Peter.
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	 Peter	paddled	further	out	to	sea.		 
He	threw	his	line	over	the	side	again. 
Tug!		Another	bite!
	 Now	the	line	was	burning	his	fingers. 
Peter	pulled	and	pulled.		 
Splash!		Splash!		A	yellow	fin	tuna! 
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“Another	lucky	catch!”	said	Peter.
 
	 Peter	looked	at	his	hands.		 
Big	blisters! 
But	Peter	didn’t	care. 
Peter	paddled	home	with	his	lucky	catch.

Illustrations by Michael Mape
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Five	days	come, 
Five	days	go. 
All	in	the	classroom, 
Kids	in	a	row.
Teachers	teaching, 
Children	learning. 
Everyone’s	busy 
While	the	world	is	turning
Friday	afternoon… 

Five Days
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Ding!		Ding!		Dong! 
A	break	from	school	work. 
The	week’s	been	long.
Free	for	the	weekend! 
Home	we’re	sent. 
Five	days	came, 
And	five	days	went.

 Esme Sokiu

Illustrations by Michael Mape
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Our	toilet	roof	is	leaking.
When	it	rains,	we	get	wet!
We	will	make	a	new	roof
for	our	toilet.
We	will	make	the	new	
roof
by	sewing	sago	leaves.
We	call	these	“sisoro”

First	we	get:
•		sago	fronds
•		a	piece	of	betelnut		
					palm	trunk
•		a	black	palm												
					needle
•		bush	rope

1.	 We	cut	fronds	
from	sago	palm.

 demonstrated	by	the	elementary	students	at	
Agenehambo	Primary	School,	Oro	Provinnce

A New Roof for our Toilet  



1�

4.	 We	split	the	betelnut	palm	
trunk	into	long	sticks.

3.	 We	remove	
the	spines	
from	the	
leaves.

2.	 We	carry	them	
to school.
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5.	 We	fold	the	
leaves over 
the sticks.

6. We sew the 
leaves with 
the	needle…

7.	 …and	the	
sago	leaf	
spines.
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8.	 We	carry	our	
sisoro to our 
school toilet.

9.	 We	put	them	
on	the	roof.

Now	we	don’t	care	if	
it	rains.
We	will	be	dry	when	
we use our toilet!
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	 	 	 Characters:
  Teacher     David     Harold 
	 Tevita					Annie				Myra						Other	children

Scene: 		 At	school.		The	school	garden	is		by	the	classroom.		

David: 			 Hey,	Harold.		I’m	hungry!
 
Harold:	 Me	too	David,	and	I	ate	my	lunch	on	the	way		
  to school.

David: 	 The	corn	in	the	Eagle’s	garden	is	ready.		Let’s	go		
	 	 and	get	some!

Harold:	 Yes!		We	can	make	a	fire	and	cook	it.
 The boys go off to the school garden then hide in the kunai.  

Teacher comes on ringing the bell.  The children line up.

Teacher	(counting	the	

children):		One	…	two	

…			three	…	four	…	five	….		

Two	are	missing!		Who	

are	they?

Tevita	(whispering):		It’s	

David	and	Harold!

by Myra Kapaia

Corn for Lunch



1�

Teacher:			 Thank	you,	Tevita.		Where	are	they?

Annie: 			 (whispering):		In	the	corn	garden!

Teacher:		 	Thank	you,	Annie.	 

	 	 They	look	out	the	window.

Annie: 					 Look!		There’s	smoke!

Tevita: 			 	It’s	coming	from	the	kunai!

David: 					 Mmmm!		It’s	almost	cooked.

Harold: 			 I’m	going	to	eat	lots!

Teacher (to children):   Wait here!  (She marches off to the kunai 

patch.)	“Where	did	you	boys	get	this	corn?”
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Harold:	 From	the	Eagles’	garden.

Teacher:  	 From	the	Eagles’	garden?

Myra:   	 Hey!		That	is	our	corn!

Teacher: 	 Well,	thank	you	boys	for	making	a	fire	for	the		

	 	 Eagles.		Thank	you	for	harvesting	their	corn	and		

	 	 cooking	it	for	them.		Now	go	and	wait	in	the	line.

	 	 The	children	all	laugh.

Children:  	 Ha!		Ha!		No	corn	for	you!
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Teacher (calling): 		 Eagles!	Eagles,	come	and	eat	your	corn.

Myra: 			 Come	on	girls,	let’s	go.

	 	 They	sit	around	the	fire.

Myra:   	 Mmmm!		It’s	delicious.

Annie: 		 Corn!		My	favourite.

Tevita: 		 It’s	the	best	corn	I’ve	ever	tasted.

Illustrations by Michael Mape



�0

This	is	a	favourite	game	

the	children	at	Kikori	

play.		They	play	it	when	

they	go	down	to	the	river	

to	wash.		This	is	how	you	

play	it.

All you need is: 

•		Two	equal	teams.					

				Both	girls	and							

				boys	can	play.

•		Mud	or	clay.

Building your castle and 

making your bombs.

recorded by Mirou Avosa as explained by Grade 3 children and 

their teacher at Kikori School, Gulf Province

Bomb the Castle!
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1.	 The	teams	face	each	

other	about	ten	

metres	apart.

2.	 Each	child	builds	a	

mud	castle.

3.	 Each	child	makes	a	

pile	of	bombs
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How to play

1.	 On	the	“Go!”	signal,	

start	throwing	your	

bombs.		Try	to	hit	

the	other	team’s	

castles.

2.	 The	first	team	to	

hit all the other 

team’s	castles	is	the	

winner.
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I am the eye of the 
night,
The right light of 
the night.
I sit and smile from 
above,
The right light of 
the night.

I cool the place,
I brighten the 
place.
Plants absorb me.
Animals move 
around me.
People enjoy me
Because I provide
The light of the night!
The right bright light of the night.

The Moon

Mary Stevenson

Illustration by Michael John
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Notes for the Teacher: Using the Bridging Journal (The Bridge �)

You can read these stories to your children and they can read the 
Journal for pleasure, but there are many other ways of using it.  In 
each issue for the next few years we will put some ideas for using a 
story or article in the Journal.  The same ideas can be used for other 
stories in other Journals.  Remember, these are just sample ideas.  Try 
them, and try to think of other ways of using the Journals in your 
language programme and in other areas of the curriculum.

Research based on an article

Even children at the bridging level can do simple research.  For 
example, A New Roof for our Toilet takes one use of sago palm fronds.  
If sago grows in your area, you could ask children what other uses 
they know of for the sago palm.  If they live in East Sepik, or Gulf, or 
another area where sago is a staple, they may talk about cooking 
and eating sago.  They can do this as an information table.  Children 
will take this table home to their parents and fill in the answers, either 
with words or with drawings.  Afterwards, summarise together all 
the things you have learnt about sago.  (This strategy is called “KWL” 
–  Find out what the children Know, decide what you Want to know, 
identify what you have Learnt.)

Some things we use the sago palm for
Draw a picture of how sago palm is used for 
building
Draw a picture of how the sago palm is used 
for food
Draw a picture of one other use of the sago 
palm

Using a Journal story

Children can just read a Journal story with their teacher, but there are 
other ways of using stories.  Here is one way you could use Edmum 
Goes Fishing.


