DoE officers made history in walking the Kokoda Track
since 1975
By: Wesley.C.Thomas – Research & Database Officer, NLAS
Ten officers from the Department of Education including one officer from the
Department of Community Development, Youth and Religion made history since
1975 by representing the Government in walking the Kokoda Track for eight (8)
days from Kokoda station to Owes Corner. The initiative was proposed by NLAS
and approved by the Secretary for Education Dr. Uke Kombra, PhD and further
supported by the Chief Secretary to Government, Isaac Lupari, CBE to all
other government agencies and business houses to support this initiative.
The purpose of the Kokoda Track Walkathon initiative was to raise funds to
support implement the activities of the National Literacy Week 2018 in the
National Capital District (NCD) coinciding with international literacy day.

The officers who walked the kokoda track from left to right are: Mr. Bembe
Gerepo(NLAS –DoE) Ms. Roselyn Baine (Administration Division), Ms. Thelma
Kanau(Project Management Unit), Mrs. Patty Hegame (TVET & UNESCO
Directorate), Mr. Jerry Iniga (Administration Division) Mr. Nicholas Iga
Wauma(NLAS), Ms. Eva Moli (Administration Division) Mr. Steven Laiok
(Department of Community Development, Youth & Religion), Mr. Wesley Thomas
(NLAS)and Ms. Gabriella Warupu (Commission of UNESCO).

The team did advance preparation in Port Moresby by walking the Pari and
Kirakira Mountain ranges during the weekends for three solid months (MayJuly).

On the 19th of August they travelled via Air Niugini to Popondetta. On the 20th
of August they did literacy awareness at the Council of chamber in the heart
of Popondetta town organized by Mr. Maino Vegoli, Provincial Education
Advisor (PEA) for Oro Division of Education, which was attended by the
public. After midday the team travelled by vehicles to Kokoda station,
conduct Nambawan super awareness to teachers on their products and services
and spent a night at the Kokoda Primary School.

Kokoda to Isurava Memorial
Day 1.
On the 21st of August with early morning showers, the
guide and the potters of the PNG Trekking Adventures
Memorial site. The tour guide made a briefing to the
trekking and each trekker was appointed a potter and
starting from Kokoda Station to Efogi and From Efogi

team met with the tour
at the Kokoda station
team on the eight days
given a trekking map
to Owes Corner.

The first day of the trekking began at Kokoda Station Memorial site. The team
took time to visit the War Museum and other memorials. The first hour walk
took the team to the village of Kovelo. Walked another hour the team arrived
at Hoi. It is here that the reality hits the trekking team that the Kokoda
trail won’t be easy. This is where we began climbing. It is quite steep at
the start. It took about 45 minutes to 1 hour to get to Deneki Camp site
where the team stopped for lunch. From here the group ascends for
approximately three hours into the Isurava Memorial.

The Australian Prime Minister John Howard visited in August 2002 to open this
magnificent war memorial; this was the site of a significant World War 11
battle and now one of the most-sacred sites along the trail. We enjoyed
panoramic views of the Kokkoda and Yodda valleys. We overnight at the
guesthouse.

Isurava Memorial to Templeton’s Crossing 2
Day 2
The team woke up at 6:30am and had heavy breakfast of hot tea, biscuits and
noodles and started trekking to have more time to get trekking hours in
before the heat of the day starts; also to allow the group to arrive at the
campsite at a reasonable hour giving plenty of time to swim, set up camp and
relax those weary limbs. The first stop of the day was Alola village for

morning tea, then set of again for Eora creek for lunch. This sector of the
trek takes 3-4 hours. After lunch it is one of the toughest ascents of the
track. Never ending false peaks always muddy under foot and took 2 ½ hours to
get to the top of the ridge before heading down for another 1 ½ hours into
the campsite for the night. We took note of the fox holes on either side of
the track whilst walking in this area. The Japanese fox holes are 1 person
only and square. The Australians are 2 person fox holes and rectangular. They
are still very distinct 70 odd years on.

Templeton’s Crossing 2 to Diggers Camp Site
Day 3
Once again an early start climbing out of Templeton’s 2 followed yet again by
another steep descent into Templeton’s 1. Stop here for a quick snack before
beginning to steep climb up to the top of Mt. Bellamy. This is the highest
point on the track at 2190 meters. From here weather permitting you should
get a glorious view back down the Kokoda Gap. The group is now heading into
the moss forest. After another couple of hours walking the group divert off
the track and trek through a spectacular forest for two hours before coming
out at Myola. This is truly one of the most breathtaking scenes you will see
along the track. Stopped here for lunch. It is only 45 minutes walking to the
camp site. On the way the group can take a 10 minute diversion off the track
to go and look at a crashed WW11 bomber. Diggers is normally a very cold camp
site, but also very beautiful.

Diggers Camp Site to Efogi Village
Day 4
This is a most beautiful walk this morning through the moss and pandanas
forest. Arriving at Naduri Village around 9.30am stopped here for the morning
tea. From Naduri Village it is a very steep decent and ascent into Launumu
Village. Had a quick break before descending into Efogi Village. We are
booked into what is one of the nicest guest houses along the track. This is
owned by our very good friend Lendy. Today was a short day getting into the
camp around 1pm. Spend the afternoon relaxing, drinking cups of tea, take a
walk around the village and enjoy some time off. Approximately 6 hours
walking time.

Efogi Village to Agulogo Campsite
Day 5
First thing this morning of course is another steep climb up onto Mission
Ridge. Meandering your way around the ridge before climbing onto Brigade,
together with Isurava is one of the most sacred sites along the track. Stop
here for a cuppa before descending 2-3 hours into Menari Village. We stopped
for lunch here. After lunch we ascend to the swamp. Took about 1 hour to get
to Agulogo Camp Site stopping here for the night. A beautiful river to swim
in and another lovely campsite.

Agulogo Campsite to Ofi Creek Camp Site
Day 6
The group walked another 1 ½ hours through the swamp crossing Brown River on
the way. The group took off their boots and socks off for this crossing. It
is now time to tackle the false peaks. Climbing up 7 of the 9 false peaks in
to Naoro Village stopping here for lunch. After lunch the group knock off the
final 2 false peaks before climbing up onto the Maguli Range. This ridge is
always muddy; it is also the range that just keeps on giving with many false
peaks. The final hour is an extremely steep descent down to Ofi Creek.
Another lovely river to sit in and sooth those weary legs.

Ofi Creek Camp Site to Goodwater Camp Site
Day 7
This morning it is a 45 minute steep ascent onto Ioribaiwa Ridge, the
Japanese retreated back to the beaches from this point. The group starts
descending down into Ioribaiwa Village. Stopped here for a quick break before
a steep descent down to Ua’Ule Creek. The group removed their boots and cross
this creek approximately 10-12 times. The group stopped at Ua’Ule creek
Campsite for lunch to fuel up for the 3 hour ascent onto the summit of Imita
Ridge. This is a long hard climb. From the summit it is a couple of hours
down to Goodwater Camp Site for the night.

Goodwater Camp Site to Owers Cnr to Port Moresby
Day 8
Be walking by 6:30am, 1 hour to Goldie River, of course the track has the
last laugh. It is hard 45 minutes climb from the river to the archways which
is the end of our amazing journey.

While trekking the team visit schools along the track and deliver NLW posters
and made awareness to teachers on Nambawan Super Products and service which
is one of the major sponsors for the Kokoda Track Walkathon Initiative. The
team also visited and learned a lot about various historical sites fought
between the Australians, and the Japanese during World War 2.
NLAS would like to sincerely acknowledge and thank the following business
organization, Government Agencies and Divisions within the Department of
Education for their financial support towards the Kokoda Track Walkathon
Initiative and National Literacy Week Activities for 2018: PNG Trekking
Adventures, Gateway Hotel, Hide Away Hotel, Dixie Bungalows, Bluff Inn Motel,
Exxon Mobil, Oil Search PNG Ltd, Nambawan Super Limited, Department of
Community Development, Youth & Religion, National Aids Council Secretariat,
PNG Commission of UNESCO, UNESCO & TVET Directorate, Project Management Unit
and Administration Division.
According to the trekking team, ‘this is an unforgettable life time
experience ‘and will always remain in their hearts’. The trekking team would
like to encourage DoE officers and public servants from other government
agencies to take a break from work through such initiative and visit remote

schools and villages along the track to feel and understand challenges and
hardship they face, but most importantly learn, experience, appreciate and
remember the wealth of historical sites fought during the World War 2 between
the Australians and the Japanese along the world famous Kokoda Track.
For the government of PNG to ‘Take Back PNG’ its workforce must be physically
fit, healthy and smart to achieve this intent. NLAS (DoE) have proven to the
government of PNG that no one is left behind by walking the famous Kokoda
Track.

