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IMPORTANT PUBLIC NOTICE TO PARENTS

THE GOVERNMENT TUITION FEE SUBSIDY POLICY TO MAKE EDUCATION A SHARED RESPONSIBILITY

1. INTRODUCTION
Dear fellow Papua New Guineans.

This public notice formally announces the Government Tuition Fee Subsi TFES) Poli
The Tuition Fee Free Education Policy has been changed by the Marape/Steven government and

it will now be called the Government Tuition Fee Subsidy (GTFS) Policy, from 2020 and

onwards.

The Marape/Steven Government is profoundly convicted that education is the powerful tool that
will transform and sustain our prosperity. We want to see that quality education is provided to
all students irrespective of background through an affordable and sustainable policy. Hence our
stand for an education system underpinned by a shared responsibility charter.

The Marape/Steven government is committed to ensure every student receives quality education
under a standard based education system with a quality standard based curriculum, a 1-6-6
school structure, a robust standards assurance system and schools operations have sustained
funding from both government and parents.

In the higher education sector, under the Higher Education Sector Loan Program — HELP, we will
assist students who come out of grade 8, 10 and 12. This means that parents will no longer have
the burden of fees that are unaffordable for the majority of our people.

2. GOVERNMENT TUITION FEE SUBSIDY POLICY

The Government has reviewed the TFFE policy in order to make parents responsible for their
children’s education.

The Government is shifting the last Government’s TFF Policy to what it will be called the
Government Tuition Fee Subsidy (GTFS) Policy to make education of our children a partnership
between governments, parents, churches and the local communities.

We have over the last 6 years made our people lazy, detached parents from schools and
systematically removed their interest in schools. We want to disengage and cut out the
dependency syndrome that we have systematically allowed into our PNG culture. The shift in
the school financing policy by the Marape/Steven government is deliberate to get parents and
communities to plough soil and work hard, and contribute to reviving the economy and to take
back PNG than creating a *handout culture’ and a dependency syndrome.

Papua New Guineans are naturally hard working, resilient and self-reliant. The GTFS policy will
re-establish the missing link between the parents and schools while the Government will invest
in raising the quality of education, building more schools and making school managers more
accountable.

In the 2020 budget, we have increased the budget of the school inspection system by K10million
from Kimilion, increased the curriculum budget to about K30million and examinations and
assessment will receive K18million. We will ensure a world class standards based curriculum
is in place by 2020, starting with one textbook per student policy with Grade 3 to 6 Science
and Mathematics national textbooks and give emphasis to quality assurance by making our
inspectors more mobile and productive, and roll out the early childhood education and the
Schools of Excellence policies.

3. 2020 BUDGET ALLOCATION

The total budget allocation of the Government Tuition Fee Subsidy Policy (GTFS) for 2020 is
K486,351,600 compared to K616,187,000 in 2019. Hence, there is only a cut of 21 percent
(%) that is K129,835,400. Of the K486,351,600 the GTFS will have two components — A School
Operations and Functional Grant of K388,351,600 (80%) and a Commodity component of K
98,000,000 (20%).

4. 2020 NEB MAXIMUM FEE LIMITS
In 2020, parents will be contributing 36.6% of the total Maximum School Limit set by the
National Education Board. The fees by sectors will be as shown in Table 1. In Table 2, the

overall estimated budget allocation for each component by sector is given.

Table 1: Student Fees Per Sector

UNIT COST
GOV'T CON'T (63.4%)
DAY BOARDING
69.66
188.09
626.96
639.65
626.96
69.66
126.66

NEB FEE LIMIT
DAY BOARDING
110.00
297.00
990.00
1,089.00
990.00
110.00
200.00

PARENTAL CON'T (36.6%)

DAY BOARDING
40.34
108.91
363.04
399.35
363.04
40.34

73.34

SECTOR
ELEM
PRIM
Lower/SEC
Upper/SEC
voC
FODE
SERC

1,044.93
1,107.62
905.60

Table 2: Overall Estimated Budget Allocation For Each Component By Sector.

PARENTAL CON'T
36.6%
58,802,409.29
162,095,866.56
95,040,713.29
46,343,330.72
24,128,374.82
3,322,045.01
1,126,715.48
390,859,455.18

TOTAL

63.4%
74,331,509.72
204,903,687.23
120,139,970.28
58,582,119.00
23,973,525.18
3,300,724.99
1,119,484.52
486,351,020.91

EST. TOTAL NO.
OF STUDENTS DAY
1,065,704 117,227,440
1,088,052 323,151,444
L/SEC 149,520 85,854,780
U/SEC 66,978 40,846,212 51,543,030 | 92,389,242
voc 43,382 31,352,310 16,749,590 | 48,101,900

FODE 60,207 6,622,770 6,622,770
2,246,200 2,246,200
607,301,156 | 171,909,320 | 779,210,476

SERC 11,231

TOTAL 2,485,074

5. PROJECT FEES

Schools will be allowed to collect Project Fees, but must follow very strict approval guidelines.
The Provincial Education Board is the only authority to approve a project fee for schools, after it
has received a SLIP Plan, the Project Plan, Scope and Budget and a P&C Association agreement.
Where projects fees are to be collected, it must be less than 20 percent of the Maximum Fee limit
per student rate set by the National Education Board as shown in Table 3.

PER NEB FEE LIMIT
BOARDING

COMMODITY
GRANT
15,906,479.01
43,848,109.80
25,709,203.57
12,536,207.72

SCHOOL GRANT
58,425,030.71
161,055,577.44
94,430,766.71
46,045,911.28
23,973,525.18
3,300,724.99
1,119,484.52
388,351,020.82

SECTOR
ELEM
PRIM

TOTAL
117,227,440
323,151,444
189,471,480

103,616,700

Table 3. Maximum Project Fee limits for 2020

NEB Maximum Fee
Limit per Student 2020

Sector Maximum Project Fee Limit PEBs

approve per student - 2020

K110

K297

K1089

K990
K100/subject
K200

K20

K60

K220

K200
K20/subject
K40

Elementary
Primary
Secondary
Vocational

FODE

Special Education

6. CHURCH AGENCY FEES

Church agency fees are to be paid by each student attending a church agency school per the
Education Act,1983. Provincial Education Boards will set and approve the fees, but it must not
be above the maximum limits set below.

(a) Preparatory/Elementary — K5.00
(b) Primary — K7.00
(c) High/Secondary and Vocational — K10.00

7. EDUCATION IS A RIGHT

Every child has the right to education therefore no school administration or governing board is
to refuse any child from enrolling in school or attending classes for non-payment of any form of
fees. Special arrangements can be made between the parents and the school to pay the required
fees over a period in the school year.

8. PARTNERSHIP WITH PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS AND DISTRICT
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITIES

Five provinces (Milne Bay, Enga, Morobe, East New Britain and New Ireland) have signed MOA's
with the National Government to manage national government school fee grants/subsidies. We
will honor our commitment and enhance further collaboration and partnership.

Provincial Governments and District Development Authorities are the immediate authorities
responsible for the education of students in the general education sector, within their respective
jurisdictions. In the spirit of partnership, we urge every Provincial government and District
Development Authority to help their schools, and especially parents who may struggle to pay
their 36.6% component of school fees.

9. CONCLUSION

The Marape/Steven Government Tuition Fee Subsidy Policy will re-establish collaboration and
partnership in the education of our children. The partnership will enhance quality education to
all our children in Papua New Guinea.

Under HELP, the Marape/ Steven Government will assist students who come out of grade 8, 10
and 12. We will relieve the majority of our people who have been struggling and could not afford
to pay the very high tuition fees charged by higher education institutions.

We thank all parents and stakeholders for your continuous partnership in sharing the responsibility
in the education of our children.

Any further explanation of the policy can be obtained from the Department of Education Website:
www.education.gov.pg or by sending an Email to: gtfsinfo@education.gov.pg or calling Phones:
301 3437.
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